Frequently Asked Questions About Petitions
1. I was placed on Academic Suspension and have not attended school for one regular semester. Do I need to petition for readmission?

No. If you have been out of school for one regular semester, you are eligible for readmission and do not need to submit a petition. You do however need to apply for readmission so that your student record can be made active again and you can be allowed to register for classes.

2. What is a regular semester?

A regular semester is a Fall or Spring term. Summer terms are not regular terms and therefore do not qualify as a regular term for the purposes of Academic Suspension.

3. I was placed on Academic Suspension at the end of the Spring semester. Since the Summer term does not count as a regular term, can I go to summer classes and then sit out for the Fall term?

No. Academic Suspension becomes effective at the end of the term in which your grades drop below the required level.

4. I have been placed on Academic Dismissal and have been told that I can return to school after I have been out for one calendar year. Is that true?
Not completely true. Academic Dismissal is permanent. We do however allow students to petition for readmission after they have remained out of school for one year but there are no guarantees that the petition will be approved. Petitions for readmission prior to being out for the full year must receive final approval from the Provost’s Office and these are seldom recommended for approval within the Bagley College or approved by the Provost’s Office.

5. I’ve been dismissed for the second time, how long must I wait before I petition for readmission? 

That is a tough question. Generally petitions for readmission after dismissal for the second time and not approved. In the rare case where they are approved, the student has generally been out of school for many years. Therefore, do not get dismissed for the second time.

6. I have been suspended or dismissed from Mississippi State University and do not want to return. I would however like to attend another school but they require that I be in good academic standing before they admit me. Will you approve my petition so that I can attend another school?
No. That would b dishonest and we simply do not grant such requests. Your best approach is to petition the school you wish to attend to waive their policy requiring that you be in good standing with Mississippi State. Your other option is to petition for readmission to MSU but your petition will receive the same level of scrutiny as it would if you planned to return to MSU.

7. I really want to talk to you about my petition. Can I make an appointment to see someone?
Sure, but it will delay our reviewing your petition. You are better off by stating your case in your petition and letting your statement speak for you. If you do not think your statement can do that then you need to rewrite your statement until it does. Emotional pleas do not work. We do not make decisions while you are meeting with us and we may not be able to see for a while depending on how full our calendars are. Your best bet is to let us review your petition and make a decision without a personal visit.

8. I just submitted my petition and school is about to start. Why is it taking so long for you to look it over?
Because school is about start and the people who review your petition are the same one’s who are busy getting school started. That is why you should not wait until the last minute to submit your petition.
